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). This help given by Ahimelech to David was reported by Doeg, the Edomite, to Saul who thereupon ordered the slaughter of all the priests at Nob, a total of 85 men, and all of the citizens of the town. When this was told to David he said, "I knew that day, because Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I myself am guilty of all the lives of your father's house." And yet he lied to Ahimelech notwithstanding; and so deceived him into helping him at the cost of his life.
Having arrived at Gath, he discovers that Achish, its king, is hostile to him and intends to kill him. Thereupon David enacts another lie. He plays the part of a madman and so saves his life (I Sam. 10-13).6 Evidently in those days insanity was looked upon as due to possession by an evil spirit; and it was regarded as dangerous for anyone to lay hands upon an insane person lest thereupon the evil spirit might leave the madman and take possession of his assailant. Hence David was enabled to escape from Gath, and fled to the cave of Adullam. Saul chases him from place to place, till one night Saul and his men sleep in the cave that is already occupied by David and his men, but Saul is not aware of David's presence. During the night David secretly cuts off a piece of Saul's robe, and in the morning waves it before Saul's eyes as he is departing and through it comes to an agreement with Saul, ratified by an oath, that he will not destroy Saul's descendants (I Sam. 24 1-24). This episode reveals another phase of David's character. He had Saul at his mercy; Saul was constantly trying to kill him; why did he not slay Saul when he had the chance and so rid himself of trouble and danger ? There are two answers to this question. First, Saul was his father-in-law and the father of his dear friend Jonathan hence he shrinks from killing him. Secondly, Saul was Yahweh's Anointed; therefore he dare not lay hands upon him, he is even conscience-smitten because he has ventured to cut off the skirt of Saul's mantle (I Sam. 24 5).7
The next episode recorded in David's life is the story of the raid upon Nabal (I Sam. 25 1-43). David hears that Nabal is shearing his sheep and giving a feast to his shepherds. He therefore sends messengers to Nabal reminding him that neither sheep nor shepherds have suffered at his hands and pleading for some gift in recognition of David's kindly protection. Nabal, however, resents their petition and sends them away empty-handed. David thereupon arms his 400 men and sets out to raid the home of Nabal. But Abigail, the wife of Nabal, went out to meet David and his men, taking with her "two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five dressed sheep, five measures of parched grain, a hundred bunches of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs." When she met David she descended from her ass and fell with her face to the ground before David, presenting to him all the gifts she had brought and apologising for Nabal's curt refusal to send anything to David. David accepts her gifts and her apology and shows her favour, though he had set out with the intention of slaying every male in Nabal's establishment. Nabal was holding a drinking bout at this time. God. Those terms are: "If Yahweh has stirred you up against me, let him be appeased by an offering; but if they be the sons of men, cursed be they before Yahweh, for they have driven me out today, so that I have no share in the inheritance of Yahweh, saying 'Go serve other gods.' Now therefore, may my blood not fall to the earth far removed from the presence of Yahweh." These words were spoken just as David had determined to cross over into Philistia, and they show that David's conception of Yahweh was purely national, for he evidently thought that he would be beyond the range of Yahweh's influence and power when he was in Philistine territory. David's idea of God was not only spatially limited, but also morally. He conceives the idea that Yahweh may have incited Saul against him, in which case it would be possible to buy Yahweh off, placating him by a sacrifice.
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